
m u f w

Amniocentesis and CVS
This quick fact sheet will give you information about 
Amnio and CVS procedures

What is CVS and Amniocentesis?
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Things you should know

CVS involves taking a tiny amount of the developing placenta, where it is
attached to the uterus. The placenta contains tissue that is genetically 
identical to your baby.  CVS may be performed in two ways (see below).

Most CVS are performed through the abdomen, but CVS may also be 
performed through the cervix (neck of the womb). The obstetrician doing
the procedure will choose the method that he or  she thinks is more appropriate 
for you. This will depend upon the position of the placenta. You will have a 
scan to check the positions of both your baby and placenta within the womb. 
You should be asked to sign a consent form before the procedure is carried out.

How is the procedure
performed?

At an extra cost a FISH test will 
provide a quicker laboratory result. 
Usually come back within 72 hours. 
Standard time is 7 - 10 business days.

Why should I have the procedure?
The most common reason for having one of these tests is to diagnose or rule 
out Down Syndrome.  This is almost always because of a risk of more than 
1 in 300 on screening using ultrasound and  blood testing at 12 to 13 weeks. 
CVS is usually the test performed.

Other reasons include abnormalities that are found on ultrasound either at
the 12 to 13 week  ultrasound which usually lead to a CVS and 20 week 
ultrasound which usually leading to an amniocentesis. Sometimes these
tests are chosen because of an increased risk of inherited  disorders such as 
cystic �brosis or thalassemia. 

 

You must bring a referral for
every single Ultrasound 
appointment.

If your blood group is Rh 
(sometimes called rhesus) negative,
you will be recommended an 
injection of anti-D immunoglobulin 
after the procedure to prevent you 
from developing antibodies
against the baby’s blood cells.

How long will it take?
The samples are taken using a �ne needle passed through the skin guided 
by the ultrasound equipment and takes 30 to 60 seconds to complete, 
it is usually less uncomfortable than a blood test. but please allow up to 1
hour as a standard ultrasound may be performed.

Is the test painful?
Most women say that having CVS, either transabdominal or transcervical, is uncomfortable
rather than painful. Some women say the transcervical method is like having a cervical 
smear taken.  Women have said that having an amniocentesis gives a similar amount of 
discomfort as having a blood test taken. 

At Melbourne Ultrasound for Women we o�er Chorion villius sampling 
and Amniocentesis, these tests are used to diagnose or rule out genetic 
abnormalities in the unborn child. Small samples of tissue are taken from 
the pregnancy and analysed in a laboratory. Both tests provide the same 
information. Which test is chosen depends on the stage of pregnancy. 


